
What examples have I seen of myself or others getting influenced by cultic thinking?

When have I found my joy robbed by getting sucked into works-oriented religious thinking and

behavior?

Have I considered and accepted the fact that the Holy Spirit of God is in me as a believer and

that he wants to bring inner confirmation and assurance that I am a child of God?

Am I confident that God loves me dearly and will complete his work in me that he began? Why

or why not?

What keeps me from having confidence or from sharing the good news with others?

Read Galatians 3:1-9

Why does Paul call the Galatians foolish (v.1)? Turning away from the gospel of grace alone to a

Christ-plus-something version (which is really no gospel at all), Paul calls the Galatians foolish, and

by this he is not saying they are dumb, he is saying that they are behaving in an unwise manner. The

Greek word for foolish means “to not use understanding, to not apply the mind, to act in a senseless

way.” Jesus used the same word when he spoke to a couple disciples on the road to Emmaus who

had misunderstood the cross and empty tomb. He said: "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart

to believe all that the prophets have spoken!” (Luke 24:25). They were foolish because they failed to

see what was right in front of them and they failed to apply what they already knew.

Jesus accomplished all that the law required and fulfilled, all that the law promised. He kept the

moral principles of the law perfectly (unlike any other human on this planet), and he fulfilled every

ceremonial aspect that pointed to him. What is more, he abolished the law as a dividing wall

between Jews and Gentiles, thus removing the separation aspect of the law. The law cannot solve

our sin problem. It has an important function, though. It shows us we are sinners in need of a Savior.

It puts us under a curse of condemnation, which drives us to seek a solution for our guilt. And there

is only one solution – the One who took the curse for us.
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What do these words mean to me: We know that the law is good if one uses it properly (1

Timothy 1:8)?

How does it impact my life to know that Christ became a curse for me?

How does understanding that the purpose of the law was to expose sin and turn

wrongdoing into transgression help me see the difference between law and grace?

How does it change my view of the law to think of that the it was given not to make me

better, but to show me my problem and need?

What type of emotions rise up inside me when I imagine being a slave set free?

What are ways that barriers still exist that need to be broken down by the gospel?

Read Galatians 3:10-14

Read Galatians 3:15-22

The law tells the truth. It says “unholy,” “unjust,” “selfish,” “lustful,” “greedy,” “hateful,” “proud” …

“guilty, guilty, guilty.” Scripture has shut up everyone under sin (v. 22, NASB). The door slams

shut, clank. The law locks us up as guilty prisoners, but here is the good news: the purpose of

the law is not to leave us in prison, but to drive us to the source of freedom, to Jesus Christ our

redeemer. The text says so that—the purpose of the law is so that we would see our need of

salvation and put our faith in Jesus.

The law era was temporary. The law was added long after the promise (430 years later) and

only until Christ would come (v.19). The purpose of the law was to show the holiness of God,

the sinfulness of humans, and the need for a savior. The law locked up people as prisoners by

turning wrong doing into a legal offense and declaring all people guilty. The law had an

important but temporary responsibility. Verse 24 says that the law was our guardian. The Greek

word there is “paidagogos” from which we get the word “pedagogue.” A pedagogue in Greek

culture was a guardian who took care of little children.

Read Galatians 3:23-29

 



How might it change my view of God if I used the word “Abba” or “Dad” to talk to him in prayer?

Is there anything stopping me from truly believing that I am truly a much-loved child of God?

What examples have I seen of someone returning to slavery?

Read Galatians 4:1-7

God has given those who are in Christ the gift of his Spirit. The Spirit confirms our adoption and

gives us ability to call God “Father.” Abba is Aramaic for father, and it is a term of endearment. Jesus

constantly referred to God as Abba and taught his followers to call God their Father. Because of the

specialness of the term, Paul carries the Aramaic word over into his Greek manuscripts and

incorporates it alongside the Greek word for father. It is because of the Spirit coming into our lives

and confirming our adoption that we can call God our father and know with confidence that we

are his children and heirs together with Christ.

Read Galatians 4:8-20

After becoming a child of the king, who would want to go back to slavery? No one, right? It may not

make sense for a son to become a slave, but it is possible. And in fact, that is the very thing the

Galatians were doing by following the false teachers who insisted on allegiance to Old Covenant

Jewish requirements and obligations. So, Paul lovingly and earnestly appeals to the people he loves.

His tone changes from rebuke to petition. He lovingly pleads. So far in Galatians he has been

appealing to the reader’s mind. Now he goes for the heart, calling his converts my dear children.

Read Galatians 4:21-31

Paul is using two women as illustrations of two covenants—the Old and the New. He probably

shocked some of the first century Jewish readers when he basically said that it was time to get rid

of the Old Covenant. When Ishmael mocked Sarah’s son, Sarah told Abraham to get rid of the slave

woman, and he did. He sent her away. Now Paul applies that part of the story in his figurative

theological illustration. The slave woman represents the Old Covenant. What is to be our response

to it? Get rid of it – move on. Do not stay married to it, that would be spiritual adultery. Do not try to

live with one foot in the old and one foot in the new. 
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What do I think Paul meant when he said to “get rid of” the Old Covenant?

How does a focus on Moses or Christ bear different fruit in my life?

Move on, and be free. Make a choice. What do you want? A system of slavery or the glorious

freedom of the children of God? Who is your spiritual mother, Hagar or Sarah? Are you a child

of the slave woman or the free?

 


